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THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD NEVER
CEASES; HIS MERCIES NEVER COME TO AN END;

THEY ARE NEW EVERY MORNING; GREAT IS
YOUR FAITHFULNESS. ‘THE LORD IS MY

PORTION,’ SAYS MY SOUL,‘THEREFORE I WILL
HOPE IN HIM.

Lamenta t i on s 3 :22 -24
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CAPRICORN BIRTHDAYS

• Verona Davis 1st

• Dorothy Small 4th

• Janet Brewer 5th

Capricorns hate coarseness, they are easily
embarrassed, and they hate to annoy anyone.
They believe fervently in keeping the peace in
their families. They also work at their hobbies
with the same kind of dedication that they put
into everything else. They may marry very early
or delay it until middle age when they are less
shy. As an earth sign. Capricorns are highly
sexed, but they need to be in a relationship where
they can relax and gain confidence.

AQUARIUS BIRTHDAYS
• Loretta Best, 21st
• Robert Sharpe 27th

Firstly, you can’t tell anAquarian anything – they
already know in fact, they are the know-all of the
zodiac. They are original, inventive, and very
smart. They are very peculiar in the way they
dress. Wearing booty (football) socks with a suit
could be quite normal. They are nearly always
late arriving anywhere because time means
nothing. The telephone is their lifeline so they
would rather ring their next-door neighbor than
fraternize over the fence. They are so friendly
even the dog down the street will find its way to
the Aquarian house…and stay.

Author A. Katherine Hankey 1834- 1911
Composer – William G. Fischer 1835 – 1912

Scripture Reference

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he that
winneth souls is wise.

~ Proverbs 11:30

HYMN OF THE MONTH
I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY

1 I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love
I love to tell the story because I know ‘tis true,
It satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.

2 I love to tell the story more wonderful it seems
Than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams
I love to tell the story it did so much for me,
And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.

3 I love to tell the story ‘tis pleasant to repeat
What seems, each time I tell it, mor wonderfully sweet
I love to tell the story for some have never heard
The message of salvation from God’s own holy Word.

4 I love to tell the story for those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest
And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song,
‘Twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long

REFRAIN
I love to tell the story!
‘Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.



- 4 -



- 5 - Continued on page 7

Victory in the New Year
by J. Mike Minnix

It is God's will for us to live victoriously in this
New Year, and we can! We can live without
hopelessness, fear, and utter frustration in the New
Year before us if we are committed to Christ and
confident of all His promises to us. To live in
victory in we need to follow God’s plan for us,
because the Christian knows that each day is really
about a living in a relationship with the living
Savior.

People around the world do some strange things in
the hope that good things will come their way in the
new year. For example, in America a lot of people
eat black-eyed peas and greens on New Year’s Day
in an attempt to ensure a year of health and wealth. I
knew someone who did that every single year, and I
asked, “You seem to be doing fine but you have
some health problems and you are not financially
independent, so why do you keep following this
practice every year just before New Year's Day?”
The person answered, “Yes, that is true, but just
think how bad things would be if I didn’t eat black
eyed peas and greens on New Year's Day every
year!”

What can we do as we face an uncertain future?
And we do face an uncertain future right now in our
world. Terrorists are planning every day of the year
how to kill us and how to destroy America’s
freedom. We [have experienced] viruses for which
[we’ve had] no known vaccine, or there are
vaccines but they are not fully trustworthy. Natural
disasters, like great earthquakes and powerful bursts
of energy from the sun can devastate our nation
within hours. Add to this the fact that we all face
trials and problems on a personal level that can
suddenly bring sorrow, pain, and even death to our
families. I not trying to discourage you this
morning, but we might as well admit that we live in
a dangerous world.

I want you to look with me at a man who faced
crisis after crisis and yet found the inner strength
and peace to rejoice in every situation. He was able
to carry on this way because of his unique
relationship with the Lord. So, let’s get a grip on

some truths today that can help us make this New
Year our best year of service for our Lord.

Note with me the text for today - 2 Corinthians 1:1-
11...

In this text, you will note that Paul deals with the
subject of suffering, and certainly he knew all about
the subject personally and frequently. So, exactly
how did Paul continue victoriously through every
hardship? In viewing this, we can learn how we too
can face the future with assurance and peace.

There are several things we need in our lives to
ensure a great New Year.

I. WE MUST HAVE SALVATION

Paul relates how he has been going through a great
deal of suffering, and it is apparent that the previous
year had not been an easy one for him, but note that
he has not lost any hope of salvation. Why? He is
confident because salvation is not dependent on the
conditions under which we live. You see, Paul had
something that the world could not take from him
because the world had not given it to him.
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Do you have the assurance of
salvation? You can and certainly
God wants you to be saved and
to be assured that you are kept
in His hand of security. Once
we know that we have
redemption through Christ, we
can face the New Year with
assurance. Our salvation is
made sure because it is
anchored in Christ, and He is at
the right hand of God the
Father.

Note with me Romans 8:28-39.
Clearly the Lord means for us to
live in assurance of four things:

• His presence

• His power

• His plan

• His permanence

Nothing - absolutely nothing -
can separate us from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord!

In Philippians 4:4-13 we
discover anew that the peace of
God is ours - a peace which
goes beyond understanding; and
furthermore, the God of peace
Himself is with us.

Some years ago, while I was
pastoring in South Carolina, I
received a call stating that one
of my church members had lost
everything in a fire. Indeed, the
home and all their personal
belongings burned to the
ground. It is hard for any of us
to imagine how that must feel -
only someone who has
experienced it can truly grasp it.

Yet, that family had not lost
everything. The dad and mom
were saved, and their two small
children were safe and
unharmed. Most important, they
had something that a fire can’t
burn, a storm can't blow away, a
thief cannot steal, and time
cannot erode. They had Christ
and they shared with all of us
what a comfort that fact was to
them.

We do not lose our salvation,
even when we are disobedient.
Aren’t you glad! A farmer in
Kansas had just gone through a
terrific storm and had an
insurance adjuster who arrived
to survey the damage to his
property. The adjuster noticed
that the wind had lifted the roof
of the farmer's barn and placed
it on the ground about fifty feet
away from the original site. The
agent remarked, "I see you lost
the roof to your barn.” The
farmer answered, "No sir, it's
not lost, it just ain't where I
want it to be.” Likewise, we
may not be were God wants us
to be or even where we want to
be in our walk with Him, but we
haven't really lost what He gave
us. Our salvation is assured,
sustained and kept by the Lord.

As a Christian, you can live in
the New Year knowing that
you’re salvation is secure in
Christ. If you have never trusted
Christ as your Savior and Lord,
you can do so today.

II. WE MUST HAVE
DETERMINATION

To live well in this New Year,
we must keep your God-given
responsibilities in the forefront
of our minds and hearts. Doing
this will assist in helping us
concentrate on the positives
rather than wallowing in the
negatives of life. You see, when
we are walking with Jesus,
doing His will, and bringing
Him glory, a peace surrounds us
that life cannot steal from us.

Paul had faced a very difficult
period in his life before writing
the letter from which we read
today. Yet, in the midst of all his
troubles, he writes with
confidence and determination.
He did so because He had been
walking with Jesus.

Doing God's will helps us look
at the needs of others rather
than focusing on our own trials
and troubles. There is the story
of a man in New York
committed suicide. His financial
books were in good order and
so was the rest of his life. He
left a note that read in part: "Not
a word of encouragement in
thirty years. I'm fed up.”
Apparently he gave up because
he had not a single encourager
in his life. Somebody is waiting
for you to share an encouraging
word. Think about all the trials
Paul faced, yet even in writing 2
Corinthians he was writing to
encourage others.

If we get our minds off
ourselves and concentrate on
God's goodness and the needs
of others, we can avoid the
blues that pull so many
Christians into defeat. When we
get our

from page 5

Continued on page 9
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minds on our Lord, our family, and others we can
live with confidence in every situation. This is a
commitment we need to make if we expect to give
our best and live our best in the New Year.

III. WE MUST HAVE APPRECIATION

Paul speaks of the God of all comfort and uses the
word "paracletos," which means the God who
stands beside us. Paul rejoiced in every situation
because he had an appreciation for the presence of
God in his life. William Barclay reminds us that
between verses 3 and 7 in our text today the noun
"comfort" or the verb "to comfort" occurs nine
times.

Dear Christian, an appreciation of all that God has
done, is doing, and has promised to do, can lead us
to victorious living no matter what the New Year
holds for us. With appreciation of God's comfort
and presence comes adoration, worship and praise.
When we lift up our hearts in gladness we
overcome the drag that can come about through
hardships. We have the comfort of our Lord with us
at all times. What a peace this brings to the heart of
the child of God.

No matter what the New Year holds, God will be
with us. That alone gives us cause to rejoice. I can
live without fear in the New Year because I am
blessed by the comforting presence of my Lord! As
David penned, "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall
not want (Psalm 23:1)." David goes even further
when he writes of the valley of the shadow of death.
No one desires to go through the valleys of life, but
appreciating the truth of His love for us means we
can go through the valley of the shadow of death
with a divine peace. It is in the valleys that we learn
the meaning of David's words: “…though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, thou art
with me.” Yes, we have a friend closer than a
brother - our Lord is with us and is touched with the
sorrows and hardships we face.

IV. WE MUST HAVE A DEDICATION

Many people make New Year’s resolutions, but they
don’t keep them. That diet you committed to last
year only lasted a few weeks - or maybe a few days
- or perhaps only a few hours. It is strange, but a
New Year's resolution can feel like a cement block
tied around the neck. Most resolutions don’t last
more than three weeks into the New Year.

As Christians, we don't need to make a resolution
for the New Year, but rather we must have a new
dedication to keep our commitments to God each
day as believers. Make this commitment - to live all
year in total dependence and commitment to Jesus.
Think carefully about what this means. It means
that we place all we are, all we have, and all we
hope to be at His feet. We cast our cares upon Him,
just as He told us to 1 Peter 5:7. This requires that
we make up our minds to trust Him through it all.
We can do that because He has promised never to
leave us nor forsake us.

I read a poem some years ago, and I have long
forgotten where I read it. But, I have not forgotten
the words: "Life is a book in volumes three. The
past, the present and the yet to be. The first is
written and laid away. The second. We are writing
everyday. The next and last of these volumes three.
Is hidden from sight - God holds the key."

If I live, God is with me; if I die, I am with God! I
was not born to lose; I am born again to win, and
even in my daily life I will win as I am fully
submitted to the Spirit of God.

Conclusion

A man was working on a building one night when he
slipped and fell, but he was able to hold on to a
concrete lip on the building with the tips of his
fingers. He cried for help, but amid the noise of the
equipment no one could hear him. Finally, in total
exhaustion, he let go and plunged six inches to a
ledge that he did not realize was just below him. The
man was only six inches from peace and yet he was
holding on in dreadful fear of falling to his death.

from page 7

Continued on page 12



Method

To make the biscuit, cream the butter and both sugars
together until light and fluffy, then beat in the egg and
vanilla. Sift the flour, cinnamon and bicarb together in a
separate bowl, then gradually stir the dry ingredients into
the wet mixture until just combined. Fold through the
oats, then put in the fridge to rest for at least 30 minutes.

Meanwhile, put the white chocolate in a heatproof bowl
set over a pan of simmering water (ensuring the base of
the bowl doesn’t touch the water) and allow to melt. Beat
the cream cheese and vanilla seeds in a mixing bowl
until smooth and fluffy, then fold the white chocolate
through it. Lightly whip the cream to soft peaks, then
fold it through the cream cheese. Put in the fridge until
needed.

For the compote, put the sugar in a saucepan over a
medium-high heat and cook, swirling rather than
stirring, until it turns a pale golden (about 5 minutes).
Add the rhubarb and a splash of water then cook, stirring
occasionally, until the rhubarb has completely broken
down into a compote and almost all the liquid has
evaporated (about 10 minutes). The caramel will initially
harden, but will eventually melt again. Remove from the
heat, stir in the lemon zest and allow to cool.

Heat the oven to 160°C fan/gas 4 and line a baking tray
with baking paper. Roll the biscuit dough into 12 balls
(approximately 30g each) and put them on the lined tray,
ensuring there’s lots of space between them (you may
need 2 trays). Leave to come up to room temperature for
20 minutes, then put them in the oven and bake for 20
minutes. Allow to cool, then chop into a rough crumb.

To serve, spoon a generous dollop of the cheesecake into
serving bowls, then use the back of the spoon to make a
well in the middle. Spoon the compote into the well, then
sprinkle the chopped biscuit over and around the rhubarb
and cheesecake.
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White Chocolate and Rhubarb Cheesecake

Ingredients
• 200g white chocolate, chopped
• 250g full-fat cream cheese
• 1 vanilla pod, split and seeds scraped
• 70g double cream

For the compote
• 150g caster sugar
• 500g rhubarb, chopped
• Finely grated zest ½ lemon

For the biscuit
• 75g unsalted butter
• 70g light brown sugar
• 35g granulated sugar
• 1 medium free-range egg yolk, beaten
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• 70g plain flour
• ½ tsp ground cinnamon
• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
• 115g small rolled oats

SERVES 4-6
HANDS-ON TIME 1 HOUR
OVEN TIME 20 MIN
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Are you living as if you are holding on in life by your finger tips? There is no need for that. Just let go! God is
there and you can live in peace. You may say, "Preacher, you don't know what I'm going through." No, I don't,
but I know Who is with us as believers. I know He will never fail us, and I know we are "going through" and not
standing still! If we do these things, we can and will have victory in this New Year.

He is calling us to Him - Now let us come to Him!

from page 9

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2).

Do you have a need for a healing, a miracle, direction or simply want to grow closer to God? Check out this 21
days of prayer and fasting at www.jubileemajestics.org


